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Next Meeting: November 4, 2009  

Tree of the Month: Junipers  

Activity: Wiring Conifers  

W hat  i s  N o vem b e r ?  L a t e 
Fallé.Early winter. Who knows? 
Here in Central Indiana we can have 
70 degree days and 20 degree 
nights. A very confusing dilemma 
when preparing your bonsai for win-
ter. 

My suggestion, donôt be in too big of 
a hurry. Let your semi-hardy or 
hardy bonsai go through a couple of 
good frosts or freezes before you 
put them away. Remember what we 
said in last months IBC program. 
The cooler temperatures and shorter 
days will start you trees going dor-
mant. Your semi-hardy or hardy tree 
is not in danger of harm until the 
temperature goes below 23 degrees 
F.  

That being said I best briefly de-
scribe the four groups of hardiness: 

     1)  Group 1, tropical's, includes, 
but is not limited to Ficus, Button-
woods, Black  Olives, Bougainvillea, 
Serissa, etc. These are all sensitive 
to temperatures below 50 degrees F 
and need to be indoors by now.  

     2) The second group, sub-
tropical's, includes Citrus, Pome-
granate and Olives. Shohin bonsai 
are included in this group as they 
are very susceptible to damage due 
to            their small pots and limited 
soil. These species benefit from a 
period of cold but not to freezing 
temperatures. 

     3)  Group 3 includes anything not 
quite hardy in central Indianaôs cli-

mate. Trident  Maples, Hornbeams, 
Japanese Maples, Hinoki Cypress, 
Chinese Quince, Azalea, Redwood, 
Pyracantha and miniature Chinese 
Elms fit into this category. They will  
need protection from cold wind and 
extreme temperatures (below 10 de-
grees F) 

     4)  Finally, these are the easy 
ones. Hardy to anything. Pines, 
Larch, Junipers, Amur Maple, Box-
wood, Apple, Yew, etc. These trees 
could be left outside with no protec-
tion and most likely would survive. I, 
however recommend insulation for 
roots and protection from the wind 
as a minimum. 

Be sure to spray ALL your trees with 
an insecticide and possibly a fungi-
cide before bringing them inside or 
putting them into storage. Also clean 
any leaves or debris from the soil 
surface as this is an invitation to in-
sects and disease. 

Should you fertilize your trees now? 
Nope, itôs too late. 

Remember to check your bonsai oc-
casionally while they are in storage. 
Donôt let them dry out. Keep them 
barely moist, not soaked. 

And finally, one last reminder: If you 
have Pines or Junipers you are plan-
ning on wiring  and have not yet got-
ten to it, do not let them freeze in the 
ground. Believe me; they are very, 
very hard to get out of frozen earth. 

...Paul Weishaar  



From The Office of 
the President - 

      Mark Fields 

Well, my family and I wonôt have to worry about 
getting the H1N1 vaccine this year.  My son 
Lincoln came down with symptoms on the 10

th
, 

my daughter Addison and my wife Allison came 
down with it on the 12

th
 and I got it on the 14

th
.  

Iôm sure the kids picked it up at their daycare.  It 
really kicks your butt.  My daughter had the 
highest temperature of 104° and went to the 
emergency room, and the rest of us had 101°+.  
The kids got put on Tamiflu while my wife and I 
suffered.  I piled 3 blankets over me and still 
couldnôt get warm.  It makes you have 
absolutely no appetite but you definitely need to 
drink as much water as you can to flush the bug 
out of your system as fast as you can.  The 
lingering cough is probably the worst part.  It 
sticks with you a couple of weeks.  Iôm just glad 
it happened last week instead of this week.   

As I am writing this I am 1 day away from 
moving into my new place in Greenwood.  I 
hope everything I have planned works out.  I 
really want to thank Rob Pugh and Greg 
Madson for their help getting my trees and pots 
ready for the move.  With this flu, I was in no 
shape to do it myself.  I hope to get the new 
greenhouse built on Friday the 23

rd
 and can get 

the plants moved in as well.  I may be too 
ambitious in that plan but I have to try.  So 
much to do and only 5 days to get it done.       

At the next meeting, I and several of our more 
seasoned members will be helping you in wiring 
your conifers.  If you have one that needs wired 
and shaped bring it in.    

I have secured a place for our annual 
Christmas party.  It will be held at the Oriental 
Buffet and Grill, located at 7377 US 31 South.  
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Itôs located in the strip mall attached to the 
Walmart between Southport Rd. and Stop 11 Rd. 
on Indyôs south side.  Iôll have a signup sheet at 
the meeting.  The price will be $11.55 per person 
and they do serve beer and wine there for your 
convenience.  The date will be Wednesday, 
December 2

nd
 at 7:00 PM.  I have failed to bring 

the volunteer raffle tickets to the past couple of 
meetings so I will be sure to bring them to the 
next meeting.  If you have displayed a tree in the 
Indiana State Fair or at the White River Gardens 
this year, you will receive 1 ticket per tree 
displayed.  Also, if you helped set up or break 
down the tables and chairs at the past few 
meetings you get one for that as well.  Be sure 
you fill one out at the next meeting to be eligible 
to win a prize at the Christmas party. 

Remember to pick up your trees from the White 
River Gardens exhibit on Sunday November 8

th
 

or no later than Monday, November 9
th
.   

Weôll thatôs all for now.  See you all at the 
November 4th meeting! 

Mark Fields 

If you have a request for articles, comments or 

photos, please send them through the 

Feedback page at www.indybonsai.org or send 

an e-mail to the IBC Newsletter Editor at: 

webmaster@indybonsai.org 

http://www.indybonsai.org/
mailto:webmaster@indybonsai.org?subject=IBC%20Bonsai%20Connection%20Newsletter


Indianapolis Bonsai Club  

2009 Calendar of Events  -  

 
January 7  ï Review 2009 Calendar of Events, Preview 
Bonsai DVD  
Presenter:  Mark Fields 

February 4  ï Slab Making Workshop  
Presenter:  Carl Wooldridge 
Earl Ekman, a slab making expert from the Louisville Bonsai 
Society will be coming up to conduct a demonstration of his 
techniques for making slabs for group-plantings and forests 

March 4  ï Black Pine Lecture and Demo  
Presenter:  Paul Weishaar 
The care and styling of Black Pine bonsai will be discussed 

April 1  ï Five-tree Trident Maple Grove Workshop  
Presenter:  Mark Fields 
Mark will lead a workshop on the creation of a small grove using 
5 Trident Maple.  Cost to be announced. 

April 5  ï Erik Wigert Neea Buxifolia Workshop  
Erik Wigert, owner of Wigertôs Bonsai Nursey in N. Ft. Myers, FL 
will be here to conduct a tropical tree workshop using Neea 
Buxifolia from his nursery 

May 6 ï  Root -Over-Rock Trident Maple Demo  
Presenter:  Ron Fraley 
Ron will demonstrate how to do a root-over-rock bonsai 

May 16 & 17  - Indianapolis Museum of Art Exhibit 

June 3  ï Grafting and Air -Layering  
Presenter:  Mark Fields 
Mark will conduct a demonstration of various forms of grafting 
and air-layering that can be used to develop branches or roots in 
bonsai 

July 1  ï Azalea Styling and Care  
Presenters:  Carl Wooldridge and Mark Fields 

July 18  ï Backyard Tour and Club Picnic  

August 5  ï Raft -Style Bonsai Demo  
Presenters:  Paul Weishaar and Mark Fields 
Mark and Paul will demonstrate how to create a raft-style bonsai 

August 7 - 9 ï Indiana State Fair Bonsai Exhibit and Sale   

September 2  ï Annual Club Auction  
Auctioneer:  Mark Fields 

September 12  -- Penrod Art Fair Bonsai Sale, Indianapolis 

Museum of Art  

September 20 ï Craig Coussins Workshop  
Craig Coussins - internationally known bonsai artist from the UK 
will be here to conduct a ñBring Your Own Treeò style workshop 

September 26/27 : White River Garden Show & Sale  

October 7  ï Winterizing Your Bonsai  
Presenter:  Paul Weishaar 

November 4  ï Conifer Wiring Demo  
Presenter:  Mark Fields 

December 2  ï Holiday Party, Raffle, and Dead Tree Contest  
Location to be determined 
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Date Tree of the Month/Presenter 

January 7, 2009 Hinoki Cypress - Carl Wooldridge 

February 4, 2009 Japanese White Pine - Rob Pugh 

March 4, 2009 Black Pine - Paul Weishaar 

April 1, 2009 Trident Maple - Mark Fields 

May 6, 2009 Black Olive - Ron Fraley 

June 3, 2009 Ginkgo - Roger Chestnut 

July 1, 2009 Bougainvillea - Mark Burg 

August 5, 2009 Ficus Burtt-Davyii - Scott Yelich 

September 2, 2009 N/A 

October 7, 2009 Boxwood - John Strassburg 

November 4, 2009 Juniper - Bob Hoy/Rich Stepien 

December 2, 2009 N/A 

This list will be updated as we become aware 
of additional events.  Most of the shows in-
clude workshops, demos, and vendors.  
Search the websites for full information. 

November 5 - 8 Golden State Bonsai Fed-
eration Convention, Riverside, California - 
www.gsbfconvention.com 

2009 USA Bonsai Events 
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More White River 
Gardens: 2009  The exhibit runs through November 7, 2009.  


